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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
Where applicant acts as his or her own lexicographer to specifically define a term of a claim 
contrary to its ordinary meaning, the written description must clearly redefine the claim term and 
set forth the uncommon definition so as to put one reasonably skilled in the art on notice that the 
applicant intended to so redefine that claim term. Process Control Corp. v. HydReclaim Corp,, 
190 F.3d 1350, 1357, 52 USPQ2d 1029, 1033 (Fed. Cir. 1999). The term "IPC" in claims 1 and 
16 are used by the claim to mean "information processing code", while the accepted meaning is 
"interprocessor communication." The term is indefinite because the specification does not 
clearly redefine the term. The definition according to Webopedia is: "A capability supported by 
some operating systems that allows one process to communicate with another process . The 
processes can be running on the same computer or on different computers connected through a 
network . IPC enables one application to control another application, and for several applications 
to share the same data without interfering with one another. IPC is required in all 
multiprocessing systems, but it is not generally supported by single-process operating systems 
such as DOS . OS/2 and MS-Windows support an IPC mechanism called DDE . " 

Response to Arguments 

In response to the argument that the IPC format is not taught by the prior art. In the prior 
art a controller 200 (upper processor) is used to configure a group of DSPs (lower processors) 
(111, 112, and 1 13) (Col 4, lines 40-55). The communication that takes place between upper 



Application/Control Number: 09/736,432 
Art Unit: 2144 



Page 3 



processor and lower processors is consistent with the definition of an IPC operation, which has to 
be in an IPC format. 

In response to the argument that the grouping of the lower processors with a 
representative address is not taught by the prior art. In figure 4 of the prior art a "common boot 
address" is used to simultaneously download DSPl 1 1, DSP 11 2 and DSP 113. The source for the 
download data is from a master ROM 230 and for the DSPs to load simultaneously from a single 
source the address presented to the DSPs has to be the same which is consistent with the group 
representative address that is being claimed by the applicant. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-5, 10-1 1 and 15-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
US Patent No 6,401,200 by Nishiike et al 

In claim 1 , Nishiike teaches about a method for down- loading data from an upper 
processor "Controller" to a plurality of lower processors "DSPs" of a mobile communications 
switching system in a process of resetting the processors, the method comprising (Col 1, lines 5- 
15) (Fig 3): 
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requesting an information download from the lower processors to the upper processor 
(Col 1, lines 5-15); (Boot process initiated by DSPs) 

accessing a memory of the upper processor "master ROM" containing the requested 
information down-load (Col 4, lines 20-30); 

determining whether the accessed information has an error (Col 4, lines 20-30); (ROM 
has built in parity error checking). 

grouping the lower processors with a representative address "Common boot address" 
(Col 2, lines 55-67) (Fig 4); and 

creating the accessed information in an IPC format (Communication between processors 
- Controller and DSPs) and transferring the IPC format information by using the group 
representative address (Col 2, lines 55-67). 

In claim 2, Nishiike teaches about a method of claim 1, wherein the resetting of the 
processors includes an initial loading and a re-loading (Col 5, lines 30-40). 

In claim 3, Nishiike teaches about a method of claim 1, wherein the group representative 
address includes all the lower processors (Fig 4) 

In claim 4, Nishiike teaches about a method of claim 1, wherein the grouping the lower 
processors comprises grouping the plurality of lower processors using the group representative 
address "Common boot address" (Fig 4). 
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In claim 5, Nishiike teaches about a method of claim 1, wherein the grouping the lower 
processors comprises grouping at least one additional lower processor (Fig 4). 

In claim 10, Nishiike teaches about a method for downloading data from a first processor 
"Controller" to a plurality of second processors "DSPs" while resetting the processors, the 
method comprising (Col 1, lines 5-15) (Fig 3): 

transmitting a request for an information download from the plurality of second 
processors to the first processor (Col 1, lines 5-15); (Boot process initiated by DSPs) 

accessing once a memory of the first processor for the requested information; 

grouping the second processors using a prescribed processor address (Col 4, lines 20-30); 

and 

assembling the accessed information in a prescribed format and transferring the 
assembled requested information to at least two second processors using a group representative 
address (Col 2, lines 55-67) 

In claim 11, Nishiike teaches about a method of claim 10, wherein the grouping of the 
plurality of lower processors is performed using the group representative address (Fig 4). 

In claim 15, Nishiike teaches about a method of claim 10, wherein the method further 
comprises determining whether the accessed requested information has an error (Col 4, lines 20- 
30). (ROM has built in parity error checking). 

In claim 16, Nishiike teaches about a mobile communications switching method 
comprising (Fig 3): 
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requesting information from a first processor "Controller" (Col 1, lines 5-15) (Fig 3); 

grouping a plurality of second processors "DSPs" using a representative address of the 
plurality of second processors(Col 1, lines 5-15) (Col 2, lines 55-67); 

providing the requested information in an information processing code (IPC) format (Col 
2, lines 55-67); and 

transferring the requested information in the IPC format based on the representative 
address of the plurality of second processors (Fig 4). 

In claim 17, Nishiike teaches about a method of claim 16, further comprising accessing a 
memory of the first processor having the requested information (Col 5, lines 5-10) . 

In claim 18, Nishiike teaches about a method of claim 17, further comprising determining 
whether the requested information has an error (Col 4, lines 20-30); (ROM has built in parity 
error checking). 

In claim 19, Nishiike teaches about a method of claim 16, wherein the method is 
provided in a process of resetting the second processors (Col 4, Hnes 40-50). ( In order to prevent 
corruption of the configuration data, a boot process has to be preceded by a reset in this way the 
device will be placed in a known state prior to being boot) 

In claim 20, Nishiike teaches about a method of claim 19, wherein the resetting of the 
second processors includes an initial loading and a re-loading (Col 5, lines 30-40). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 6-9, 12-14 and 21-24 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
prior art failed to teach about using a representative address that comprises a node address (NA), 
a BHIU address (BA), a cinu address (CA), and a slot address (SA). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not rehed upon is considered pertinent to appHcant's 
disclosure. 

US Patent 6,212,557 by Oran teaches about a method and apparatus for synchronizing 
upgrades in distributed network data processing systems. 

US Patent 6,021,442 by Ramanan et al, teaches about a method and apparatus for 
partitioning an interconnection medium in a partitioned multiprocessor computer system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael S. A. Delgado whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8057. The examiner can normally be reached on 7.30 AM - 5.30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, WILLIAM A CUCHLINSKI JR can be reached on (703)308-3873. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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